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The real leaders of the Viet Minh--~the most iagportant of whoe were trained in
Koscow-~during and after the Japanese occupation had some hopes of american help,
American recognition, or at least a benevolent neutrality on the part of tue
United States,

Immediately after tne Japanese surrender Viet Minh propaganda stressed not oanly
the affsction of the Vietnamese for the "good" French, bui also the following
points regarding the United States:

a. The Americans and Vleinameéese have fought side by side against the
Japanese and thelr Vichy collaborators;

b. The imericans fought the wer for the liberation of the world--conseyuently
thay will help the Vietnamese;

¢. Viet Nam is a young republic struggling for exi.tence, as was the
United States imnediately after her own gevolution; Viet Nam must there-
fore look to america for guidance,

From the time of the Japanese surrender until the spring of 1946 there was little
general knowledge in Indochina of the conflicting interests of Kussia and tie
United States. The Trotskyists wers the only exceptiou; they werc well anare of
the conflict of interests between the great powers, and outlined the issue cleariy

a manifesto issued just before the Japandse surrender. However, 25X1A
Trot.slqrist. publications soon became the principal victim of Vi am Goverraent,
censorship. The subject of Russian-imerican conflicting interests wus noct mznbion
in Viet Nam Government propaganda, and the Viet Nam Government censors were
hardly troubled with it, onee the Trotskyists were out of the way, By the autumn
of 1945, the attitude to be adopted tomard the British'and tie Chinese was of
fiore immediate concern than that to-be adopted toward the United States: the
censors struck out any unfavorable references in piklications toward either the
British or the Chinese,

Tran Huy Lieu was in 1945 Director of Propaganaa.

#ithout eéver having been in hussia, he was at heart pro-Comsunist and pro-iwscian,
but did not expect much help for Viet Nam from any external source, Lieu clearly
understood and faithfully followed the propaganda line laid down by tue liigh Comus

In 1945 there was ko difference between the Viet Nam -propegande in European
languages and that in snnamese in its abttitude toward ine United States. In tue
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Annamese-langusge propaganda it was necessary to s’c.rees the likelihood of American

aid, in order to encourage and solidify the people., Nevertheless, the lesser adherents
of the Viet Minh after a time became discouraged abt the lack of american aid, and in

the spring of 1945 thers began to be noticeable a certain tendency to express a

stronger pro-Russian sympathy without a corresponding increase in pro-imerican ex-
pres:ion, This was true not only of officisl publications, bubt even mors of urofiicial
ones, An offieial publication of the Viet Nam Covernment, the Almanse (iish Cuu Guoc ),
published in August 1946, combained, togetner with some so.ewhat perfunctory favora:.le,
references to the United States, a very marked amount of pro-Russian materdial

At the present tine, the foreign-languags proprzz- ic of the Viet Nam Government conzinues
to. give the impréssicaithat the leaders: re. maintaining an aStitude of great patience
towerd the United States, despite the fact that they generally feel that the United
States has armed the French in their fight against the Viet Minb. { An article in the
Bangkok Viet Nam News of 1 April 1948 quoted from the Viet MNam newspaper Porward a.state-
‘ment that "gll arms and equipment captureda from the French were almost without GX.,E.pt..l_\.. 3
of American manufacture....This fact did not serve to foster friendship between Vie:

Nam and the United States.") In the Annamese-language propaganda of the Government, ther:
is less evidence of aw atiltude of patience, and occasionally there is an iusuit -

offered,

At the beginning of 1948, the Viet Minh issued the following seeret instructions to

its Can Bo'ss "Since Indochins is 2till in the American sphere of influence, we mush
be careful not to offent america. The Americans are bzeking Bao Dai, and conseq\muul.y
we must preserve a discreet attitude toward this question. The time is not yet rips
farus to risk insulting the Americans.” This policy has become known & "politigue
doubleé" and has as its objective the gaining of time.

Ouiside the orbit of Governmental anc semi-official published propaganda, which of
necessity maintains  a discreet camouflage, there has long been an important currcni

of anti-American feeling in the Viet Minh. This is partly tize spentaneous vesult of
popular disappointment at the lack of American aid to the Vietnamese and at the evidences
nf American assistance to the Fremch. Strictly. Cosamnist publications .in Indochins,

such as Su That; organ of the Assccistion for Marwisiy Studies, permitted but not oft ieially
acknowledged by the Government, continue to eensure the United States to a certain

degree. However, the c:.rculation of this paper is so large as to require a certain
discretions it is in the editions of Communist publicstions of an extremely restryichac
cireulation that the most violently anti-American expressions are to Le Fourd,
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